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Lesson Plan 
 

Date  
Period  
Class  
Lesson Lesson 5 – Selecting and using appropriate sounds 

 
Context of the 
lesson 
Where this fits 
into the “Big 
Picture” 

In this unit, pupils will plan and create presentations about endangered animals.  Pupils will explore the concept of 
‘fitness for purpose’ when using images, text, colour and sound to enhance their presentation.  They will consider 
how to match and adapt their presentation to a given audience and purpose.  Finally, they will evaluate the 
suitability of their work for different audiences and purposes. 
 

MLO for this 
lesson. 
What will pupils 
know/understand 
by the end of the 
lesson 

Know: How to insert sound into a presentation. 
 
Understand:. How sound can be used to enhance a presentation. 
 
Be able to:  Choose appropriate sounds to accompany a presentation. 
 

Teacher 
input/Activities. 
What the pupils 
should undertake 
with approximate 
timings. 
 

Greet and settle students.   
 
Starter activity 
Hand out a copy of ‘starter.pdf’ to each student or pairs of students as they 
arrive.  They should complete this individually and quietly whilst 
homework is being collected and the register taken. 
Go over their answers as a class. 
 
Teacher led discussion 
Inform students that they are going to be listening to some music.  Tell them 
that they will probably recognise some of the themes but the point of this 
exercise is to get them to focus on the emotions that the sound evokes. 
 
• Ask students to close their eyes and listen.  Play the sound clip from 

Jaws without identifying it and discuss how the sound made the class 
feel. 

 
• Ask students to close their eyes and listen. Play the sound track from 

The Lord of the Rings and ask how it made them feel – what emotions 
did it evoke? 

 
• Ask students to close their eyes and listen. Play the sound track from 

The Benny Hill Show and ask how it made them feel – what emotions 
did it evoke? 

 
Discuss how changes in mood and tone, usually in the music, indicate that 
something good or bad is about to happen. 
 
Ask students why it might be a good idea to include sound in their 
presentation. 
Display ‘sounds.ppt’ and go over the points. 
 
Ask the pupils to think about their presentations and to suggest where sound 
would be appropriate, for example, to catch the attention of the audience or 
to create mood and atmosphere. 

 
 
10 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
10 mins 
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Teacher demonstration: Inserting sounds into a presentation 
Discuss where to find sound files, for example, sounds are available in the 
clipart/sounds library, or may be downloaded from the Internet. 
Discuss and demonstrate how to find sound files on the internet, how to 
save them and how to insert them into their presentation. 
 
Individual activity: developing their presentation by adding sound 
Students should open their presentation and begin adding appropriate 
sounds to enhance their work. 
 
Students should access the video tutorials to try to find out how to do things 
for themselves before asking for help: 
http://www.teach-ict.com/software/ppt/powerpoint.htm 
 

5 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
20 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review/ 
Summary 
At least 5 
minutes before 
end.   

Interactive bingo from the teach-ict.com site.  Ask students to explain a few o
the terms. 
Remember to print out cards before the lesson 
 

5 mins 

Extension work Students working at lower levels often have difficulty in choosing and inserting 
appropriate sound effects.  They may need more guidance and prompting with 
selecting sounds. 
 
Students working at higher levels could be introduced to more technical details 
including: 
• recording and manipulating their own range of sound effects 
• recording a voiceover for a different audience, for example, an automated 

presentation. 
Homework Hand out a printed copy of the homework to each student. 

 
Choose three contrasting advertisements on TV and write a short paragraph about each 
of them, explaining: 
The purpose of the advertisement, for example, giving information, advertising a 
product 
• The audience for the advertisement, for example, car owners, football fans 
• What sound was used 
• How the sound captured the attention of the audience 
• How the sound complimented the message of the advertisement. 
 

Materials 
required 

Interactive whiteboard 
Starter.pdf 
Jaws MP3 
LOTR MP3 
Benny Hill MP3 
Sounds.ppt 
Homework.doc 
Microphones 
Headphones 
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You may: 
• Guide teachers or students to access this resource from the teach-ict.com site 
• Print out enough copies to use during the lesson 

 
You may not: 

• Save this resource to a school network or VLE 
• Adapt or build on this work 

 
A subscription will enable you to access an editable version and save it on your protected network or 

VLE 
 


