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Lesson Plan 
 

Date  
Period  
Class Year 7 
Lesson Lesson 1. 

 
Context of the lesson 
Where this fits into the 
“Big Picture” 

Students regularly need to use, adapt and create graphics both within their ICT lessons and in projects for other 
subjects.  This two week project aims to teach students a range of fairly simple but effective techniques which 
they can later develop for themselves. 

 
MLO for this lesson. 
What will pupils 
know/understand by 
the end of the lesson 

Know: Which types of graphic are more appropriate to save as a jpeg or a gif 
 
Understand: Why it is important to reduce the quality of a graphic before saving it. 
 
Be able to:  Use a range of tools and techniques in a specialist graphics package in order to alter a 
graphic. 
 

Teacher 
input/Activities. 
What the pupils should 
undertake with 
approximate timings. 
 

Greet and settle students.  No starter activity this lesson.  Take register 
 
Teacher led discussion 
Ask students how many use images from the Internet in their projects or work.   
Ask students if they have ever used any software to help improve an image such as 
removing or replacing a background.  Ask if they have ever made their own 
images from scratch by taking bits of one image and combining them with parts of 
another image.  If so, find out what software they have used and their current level 
of skill. 
Explain that during today’s lesson they are going to learn how to use a specialist 
graphics package called Photoshop Elements.  Once they have learned some of the 
skills and techniques, they will create their own graphic using the knowledge they 
have learned. 
 
Teacher demonstration  
Show students where to access Photoshop Elements and how to open it.  Show 
them how to start a brand new project. 
Demonstrate how to access the teach-ict.com tutorials for this unit of work.  
Explain that students should work through each one in turn, stopping, starting and 
replaying the tutorial as they follow the technique demonstrated. 
Explain that they must work through each of the tutorials by the end of the lesson, 
including the ‘saving’ one – that is especially important as it explains the different 
way to save graphics files and how to choose the most appropriate format. 
 
Individual student task 
Students should log onto the computers.   
They should access Photoshop Elements and begin working through the video 
tutorials making sure that they understand the skills as they are shown each new 
one. 
Provide support and assistance as required. 
 
 

 
 
5 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35 
mins 
 
 
 
 

Review/Summary 
At least 5 minutes 
before end.   

Ask students to name the tools they have used – write them on the board 
Ask students to explain why they should reduce the quality of a graphic whilst 
saving it.   
Ask students which type of images they should save as gifs and which they should 
save as jpegs. 

5 mins 

Extension work Investigate some of the other tools available in Photoshop Elements such as the blur tool or 
the sponge tool, and find out what they can do. 
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Homework Lesson 1 homework – students look for examples of how graphics are used within their own 
home 
 

Materials required Photoshop Elements 
Teach-ict.com video tutorials for this project 
Lesson 1 homework 
 

 
 
 
 
You may: 

• Guide teachers or students to access this resource from the teach-ict.com site 
• Print out enough copies to use during the lesson 

 
You may not: 

• Save this resource to a school network or VLE 
• Adapt or build on this work 

 
A subscription will enable you to access an editable version and save it on your protected network or 

VLE 
 


