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Below you will find various statements relating to different storage devices.

Photocopy the sheets - possibly using different coloured paper for each complete set (not each different device), just in case they get muddled.

Perhaps laminate them so that they can be kept for use again.

Cut them up and muddle them together, keeping the storage device name separately.

Give students the different storage device names and ask them to work together in pairs or small groups to put the appropriate statement under the correct storage device.

Magnetic Tape
	Serial Access to data – to get something onto it, you have to go through everything that precedes it.



	Used almost exclusively to hold backup data



	Can hold in excess of 20GB of data – possible to get devices that will backup over 200GB data



	Specialist devices are required to read this – not all computers will have the hardware required.



	Slow access to data is slow in comparison to other methods



	Not suitable for storing data that is in everyday use.




Hard Disk

	Sealed unit holding many GB of data



	Fast direct access to data



	Two types SCSI (Small Computer Systems Interface) and IDE (Integrated Device Electronics)

	Can be updated as often as required



	Can be fixed in the machine or can be removable for security and backup procedures



	Common to have more than one of these in a machine, one is used to mirror the other, creating a backup

	Standard size is between 60-250 GB




Floppy Disk

	Used to be standard on every machine, but many modern machines are not being built without drives to read these

	Portable between machines



	Limited storage capacity (1.44 MB)



	Slow access to data



	Can be set to read only by use of a tag



	Inexpensive



	Constant use increases unreliability



	Allows data to be moved between machines




CD Rom

	WORM – Write Once Read Many



	ROM -Read Only – can only be read from, cannot be written to



	RW – allows you to rewrite for a limited number of times (approximately 1,000 times)

	Can hold music, video pictures



	Holds 650 MB Data



	Useful for backups



	Useful for giving to people when you do not want them to change the data – programmes for example.

	Need specialist drive to be able to read them




DVDs

	Single sided can hold 4.7 GB, double sided can hold 9.7 GB



	Need specialist drive to be able to read them



	Abbreviation stands for Digital Versatile Disk



	An optical storage device



	Need specialist drive to be able to read them



	Useful for giving to people when you do not want them to change the data – programmes for example.

	Sound and picture quality is excellent which makes them suitable for video and movies

	New technology is making it more affordable to now RW in order to back up data.


USB Flash Memory Sticks

	Can store 32- 512 MB data



	Need a USB port to ‘plug’ into



	Very small and easily portable



	Often known as a ‘Pen drive’



	Utilises ‘Flash’ memory technology




Zip Disks

	Can store between 100 – 250 MB data



	Similar to a floppy disk but can store more over 100 times the amount of data.

	Data is compressed before storage in order to fit onto this media



	Not a very common method of storage nowadays, has been surpassed by CD-RW and DVD-RW
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